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e From: "Jim Hawkins" <jimhawkins @ XXXXXXXx>
* Date: Wed, 25 Jul 2007 23:48:55 +0100

"Paul Grieg" <pgrieg@XxxXxxXxxx> wrote in message

news:1185378387.429620.271 00 @ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXX

On 23 Jul, 21:46, "Jim Hawkins" <jimhawk...@XXXXXXXX> wrote:

"Richard Corfield" <Richard.Corfi... @xXXXXxxXx> wrote in message

news:slrnfa9juh.3un.Richard.Corfield @ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXEXXXXXEXXXHXXEXXXHXXXXXKXXXX>

Are there any really good philosophy books out there that people

recommend? Preferably the books would not be based in any
religion.

Thanks

- Richard

Start with something easy:-

‘Unpopular Essays' by Bertrand Russell.

I've never regretted reading anything by Russell. 'My Philosophicaol
Development' would be my first choice. He has blind spots, though, |
feel. Bryan Magee points them out in his superb 'Confessions of a
Philosopher'.

A C Grayling's books on philosophical subjects are all good too.
Then I'd recommend Julian Baggini's 'What's it All About?',

I'd second that. An excellent book. | also liked his "Atheism:a very
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short introduction”

and Simon Blackburn's "Truth'

.. and that. After reading this | bought "Think' which I'm about to
read.

For the historical background :— Russell's 'History of Western
Philosophy'.

A flawed work (see Magee — Kant is Russell's main blind spot), but
often amusing, and often has telling points.
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